


Welcome . . .  

 

. . . in the non-English part of the world 

 

. . . where the vast majority of health care professionals and 

 patients don‘t (like to) read English 

 

. . . at the first Equator meeting in a non-English country 

 

 

 

 



Welcome . . .  

 

. . . where the German Cochrane Centre (GCC) is 

 

. . . where the German Register For Clinical Trials (DRKS) is 

 

. . . where GCC, DRKS and a variety of trial and study methodology 

 researcher and groups are cooperating at the  

 Institute for Medical Biometry and Medical Informatics  



Transfer of Research into Practice 

Answers to medical questions 

• Clinical (randomised / controlled) studies 

• Epidemiological (observational -) studies 

  . . . . 

 

? 
• Practicing physicians 

• Health authorities, sickness funds, insurances, institutions 

• Clinical research 

• Patients 

50 % 
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English language 

Implementation: local/national languages 

5% of  

world population  

anglophone   



www.cochrane.de 



Sept. 2012 



> 80% ? 

August 2006 



Why . . .  

 

 

. . . have translations of reporting guidelines if 99% (?) of high 

 quality research results are published in English ? 

 

. . . should national/local publishers have the existing reporting 

 guidelines in their author instructions if no trial/study results 

 published in their journals? 

 

 







Press release  

German Society 

of Internal Medicine  



Challenges and decisions needed (1) 

 

– Platform for reporting guidelines merely scientific enterprise? 

 

– See reporting guidelines in a broader context?  

More likely to find (infrastructure) funding to support Equator‘s 

maintenance and development 

 

– See Equator in context with other „evidence activities“ ? 

Have Equator conferences in a supportive framework?  

 

 



ECRAN 
 

European Communication  

on Research Awareness Needs 

 
 

Mario Negri Institute 
Milan, 13 September 2012 



The ECRAN project is designed to develop a portfolio of open educational resources for the 
general population about clinical research, in particular independent clinical research 
 
Background: • the European Commission decided to allocate substantial funding to 
independent (investigator-driven) clinical trials, • the FP7-infrastructure-unit supports a pan-
European infrastructure for clinical trials (ECRIN) - a group of researchers decided to design 
a collaborative project to be founded by the PF7 HEALTH.2012.4.1-4 section “Communicating 
the benefits of European research to the general public” 
 

2011 During the first 6 months of the year a draft has been discussed 

2011 October: the project has been submitted to the EU commission (1 of 1173 proposals) 

2011 December: good news: the first step of evaluation has been passed (1 of 322 proposals) 

2012 February: the full proposal of the ECRAN project has been submitted 

2012 April: very good news: the project has been selected to be financed (1 of 121 projects) 

2012 May: negotiation meeting in Brussels 

2012 June: all documents requested have been submitted to the EU commission 

2012 September 1st: the ECRAN project officially starts 

2012 September: the Grant Agreement has been signed by IRFMN 

ECRAN: the story 



Challenges and decisions needed (2) 

 

– Discussions with local publishers needed to develop extensions 

„guidelines for knowledge import“?   

 

– Address counterproductive practice of press offices? 

Deliberate violation of principles of „research in context“ and 

integrity of presenting research results (Equator „principles“) 

 

– Future of Equator: R & R = Rigor & Relevance? 

 

– Infrastructure funding from European Union: Addressing diversity 



Conclusions 

 

 

 

We are glad that you are here  

  

    

   

to make progress in this complex world. 


