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Reporting guidelines 

• ‘Reminders’ of scientific content 

 

– Methodology 

 

– Clinical / Research related focus 
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Reporting guidelines (RGs) 

• Focus on scientific content of the article  
 

• Definition: 
– Specify a minimum set of items required for a clear and 

transparent account of what was done and what was found 
in a research study, reflecting in particular issues that 
might introduce bias into the research 

 

– Form: structured advice, often as a checklist (perhaps also 
a flow diagram) 
 

• Most internationally accepted RGs 
– Based on evidence 

– Consensus of relevant stakeholders (multidisciplinary 
group) 

4 Moher et al. PLoS Med 2010 



Typical research (designs) 
published by journals 

• Randomised trials 
 

• Cohort studies 

• Cross-sectional studies 

• Case-control studies 
 

• Case reports 
 

• Qualitative research 
 

• Research synthesis  

(systematic reviews) 
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Typical research (designs)  
published by journals 

• Randomised trials   CONSORT 
 

• Cohort studies   

• Cross-sectional studies  STROBE 

• Case-control studies 
 

• Case reports    CARE 
 

• Qualitative research   COREQ 
 

• Research synthesis    PRISMA 
(systematic reviews)   ENTREQ 
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Reporting RCTs - CONSORT 
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Reporting RCTs - CONSORT 

• Revised checklist 

• Short paper  

  (published in 9 journals)  

• Revised (and expanded)  

  explanatory paper (E&E) 

 
 



Types of studies by research 
questions / focus 

• Treatment evaluations - RCTs 

• Disease aetiology, harms, .. - Observational studies 

 

• Prognostic studies 

• Diagnostic studies 

• Experiences, views, .. – Qualitative studies 

• Quality improvement studies 

• Economic evaluations 

• Patients’ involvement in research 
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Types of studies by research 
questions / focus 

Generic guideline for each of these types of studies: 

 

• Treatment evaluations – RCTs     CONSORT 

• Disease aetiology, harms, .. - Observational studies 

       STROBE 

• Prognostic studies    [TRIPOD] 

• Diagnostic studies    STARD 

• Experiences, .. – Qualitative studies COREQ 

• Quality improvement studies  SQUIRE 

• Economic evaluations    CHEERS 

• Patients’ involvement in research  GRIPP 
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More specific guidelines 
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RCT - Study report 

CONSORT Protocol 

SPIRIT 
Abstracts 

CONSORT for abstracts 

Harms  

CONSORT for harms 

Specific trial design 

CONSORT Clusters 

Content specific (medical area) 

Trials in Asthma 

Trials in AML 



Best place to find reporting 
guidelines 
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EQUATOR Network 

Enhancing the QUAlity and Transparency Of health Research 

 

• Launched in June 2008 

 

• EQUATOR Network is an international initiative set up to 
improve reliability and value of medical research literature 
by promoting good research reporting: 

 

– Accurate  

– Clear 

– Transparent 

– Complete 
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EQUATOR focus 

• Provision of resources 

 

• Education and training 

 

• Research, evaluation, development 

• Collaboration, global expansion 

 

 

• Builds on and advances the work of CONSORT and other 
guidelines groups  
– Programme focus is more on RG implementation (rather than 

their development) to support better publication of research 
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EQUATOR Library 
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EQUATOR toolkits 
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Evidence of effect of RG 
implementation  
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Questions ? 

 
 

www.equator-network.org 
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