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Disclosure

• Education and Training Manager, UK EQUATOR 
Centre

• EQUATOR is funded by grants from the UK NIHR, 
MRC, CSO, and PAHO

• My salary is paid from MRC EQUATOR programme 
grant

• No paid consultancy for industry

• Member of Cochrane Consumer Network Executive 
Group and funded to attend international Cochrane 
Meetings to promote consumer involvement in 
Cochrane
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Ashraf Nabhan
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• Trials registers and results databases

• Threaded publication linking records, protocols, 
data and publications

• Auditing adherence 

Keeping track

14th April 2015: The WHO issues 
public statement calling for the 
disclosure of results from clinical 
trials for medical products, 
whatever  the result.



Improving conduct and reporting 
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In the beginning there was…
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The EQUATOR Network

• Launched in June 2008

• Primary goal: to improve reliability and value of medical 

research literature by promoting good reporting of 
research which is

Accurate 

Complete

Transparent

• Primary focus: leading and supporting initiatives to 
facilitate the use of Reporting Guidelines

• Supports researchers, editors, peer reviewers (everyone 
involved in health research and its publication) in 
responsible publication of research
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Finding the right reporting guidelines
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271 published 
reporting 
guidelines 
(including 
extensions)

Over 1000 
visitors per day 
to the website



EQUATOR courses and events 
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EQUATOR toolkits
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EQUATOR campaigns
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EQUATOR tools
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Research publication is a team effort
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Measuring impact

14

Cochrane Review 2014 (four 
trials)
Because we do not know enough 
about side-effects and because we 
did not find strong evidence of 
benefit from antibiotics, they 
should not be routinely used for 
pregnant women with ruptured 
membranes prior to labour at term, 
unless a woman shows signs of 
infection.

Cochrane Review 2002 (two 
trials)
The review of trials found that 
routine antibiotics for term PROM 
reduced the risk of infection of the 
uterus for the pregnant woman.



Obrigado
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