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EQUATOR Network

International initiative that aims to improve reliability 
(and value) of health research publications by 
promoting transparent and accurate reporting of 
research studies

Launched in June 2008

‘Umbrella’ organisation; key stakeholders:
– Editors & peer reviewers of general and specialty journals
– Researchers (authors), medical writers, 
– Developers of reporting guidelines
– Research funders
– .. Everyone interested in improving the quality of research publications 

and of research itself 



Why was EQUATOR set up?  1

Advances the work of CONSORT and other 
guidelines groups – focus on:
– Better implementation of reporting guideines
– Development of robust reporting guidelines

EQUATOR work objectives reflect:
– Reporting of much health research is not adequate

– There are good consensus reporting guidelines which are not 
being widely used

– There are many other reporting guidelines where it is not very 
clear how they were developed and again not used



EQUATOR plans – five major goals

Develop and maintain a comprehensive internet-based 
resource centre providing up-to-date information, tools 
and other materials related to health research reporting

Actively promote the use of reporting guidelines and 
good research reporting practices through an education 
and training programme 

Assist in the development, dissemination and 
implementation of robust reporting guidelines

Conduct regular assessment of how journals implement 
reporting guidelines

Conduct regular audits of reporting quality across the 
health research literature











What can editors do to support our 
effort?

Link to EQUATOR / RG & checklists in your I to A

Alert authors to the available RG and motivate 
their use:
– Clearly describe purpose of RG
– Clearly formulate how you expect authors to use them (degree 

of compliance)

Alert your peer reviewers to the available RG and 
ask them to consider them during the review

Maintain the knowledge of principles of good 
reporting and available resources in your editorial 
office (new editors, etc.); EQUATOR newsletter



How can EQUATOR help editors

Developing and maintaining useful resources, including better 
information on reporting guidelines 
– New database in development

Educating research authors to produce better manuscripts

Providing practical tools for authors, editors and reviewers 
(‘How to ..’ guides, templates, ..)

Providing practical examples
– Good research reporting
– Sharing editors experience with implementation of RG (forum) 

Better promotion of EQUATOR and good research reporting 
practice

…you need to tell us what you want and need



EQUATOR Steering Group

Doug Altman, Centre for Statistics in Medicine, 
University of Oxford, UK 

John Hoey, University of Toronto, Canada

David Moher, Ottawa Health Research Institute, 
Canada 

Kenneth F. Schulz, Family Health International, 
Chapel Hill, USA

EQUATOR Funding: UK NHS, MRC 



Thank you for supporting 
EQUATOR Network

www.equator-network.org
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