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What we learned so far 

A published research article (research report) is 
the only tangible evidence that the study was done

General principle for reporting experimental 
studies
– Experiment should be described in a way that makes it possible 

for the reader to repeat it
– Statistical analysis should present enough details to allow 

reader with access to original data to verify reported results
(Ranstam 2010, quoting paper by Festing & Altman, 2002)

Scientific manuscripts should present sufficient 
data so that the reader can fully assess reliability 
and relevance of the presented information
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Declaration of Helsinki

Basic principles for all medical research

“Authors, editors and publishers all have ethical obligations with 
regard to the publication of the results of research. Authors 
have a duty to make publicly available the results of their 
research on human subjects and are accountable for the 
completeness and accuracy of their reports. They should 
adhere to accepted guidelines for ethical reporting. Negative 
and inconclusive as well as positive results should be published
or otherwise made publicly available. Sources of funding, 
institutional affiliations and conflicts of interest should be 
declared in the publication. Reports of research not in 
accordance with the principles of this Declaration should not be
accepted for publication.”
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Where to find information

What are the ‘rules’ I need to observe to 
successfully publish my research?

Where to find help on how to apply these ‘rules’ in 
practice?

…. Good starting point
– Your research institution website – University of Oxford
– Your research funder’s website – MRC, Wellcome Trust, 

NIHR,..
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University of Oxford: Research services 
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/rso/ 
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MRC policy: Good Research Practice
6. Reporting the results

The policy states as unethical:

Delay publication

Not to report results or exaggerate 
their importance

Reports should contain basic 
information about ethical 
acceptability of the work and about 
the scientific methods

Authorship

Coherent publication (not in small 
parts)

Quality is paramount not quantity

Authors must not publish the same 
data in more than one journal  

Less than 2 pages!
Just basic principles

… where to find more information?
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Journals’ Instructions to Authors

Vary greatly in length and content of advice they give to 
authors
– Some provide very clear and specific guidance on how they want 

researchers to describe their study in the manuscript, including
methods, analyses and findings

– Some focus only on ‘technical’ side of the paper (references and 
pictures format)  

• Schriger et al. Ann Emerg Med 2006; 48:743-9

“Uniform requirements for manuscript submitted to 
biomedical journals: writing and editing for biomedical 
publication”
– Developed by the International Committee of Medical J Editors
– Endorsed by a large number of journals
– Should be basic reading for all authors – good general guidance
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Reporting guidelines

More specific guidance for reporting different types of 
research studies or particular aspects of research is 
provided by reporting guidelines

Reporting guidelines specify a minimum set of items 
required for a clear and transparent account of what 
was done and what was found in a research study, 
reflecting in particular issues that might introduce bias 
into the research

Evidence-based & reflect consensus opinion

Benefits of using RG:
– Improved accuracy and transparency of publications 
– Easier appraisal of reports for research quality and relevance
– Improved efficiency of literature searching
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Other reporting guidelines

PRISMA   (SR/meta-analyses of RCTs) 
STARD (diagnostic studies) 
STROBE (observational studies)
STREGA (genetic association studies)

... and many others (over 90 identified by 
EQUATOR)

EQUATOR (Enhancing the QUAlity and Transparency Of 
health Research) 
– Enhance the value of health research literature by promoting 

responsible reporting of research studies
– Free online resources and training 
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EQUATOR Network
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Knowing what information you 
need to include in the research 
report will help you to organise 
your research methods,  notes and 
findings for publication
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Another important point:

Have reader (users) of your article in 
mind when writing your manuscript
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Reporting biological and biomedical 
laboratory studies (focus on data)
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Other useful resources

COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics) 
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EQUATOR Network

www.equator-network.org

Contact: iveta.simera@csm.ac.ox.uk
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