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About EQUATOR

EQUATOR: Enhancing the QUAIity and Transparency Of health
Research

International initiative to improve the reliability and value of medical
research literature by promoting transparent and accurate reporting.

Our main focus:

* Highlighting problems resulting from poor reporting

* Promoting rigorous research reporting (accurate, complete,
transparent, timely)

* Provision of online resources

* Education and training

* Research, evaluation, development

* Collaboration

Established due to growing evidence of serious deficiencies in research
literature and its effect on the reliability and usability of research results.
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Deficiencies in reporting

5 main areas where deficiencies have been
identified in the health research literature:

* Non-reporting (or delayed reporting) of studies
* Incomplete reporting

* Selective reporting

* Misleading reporting

* Unacknowledged discrepancies between sources

Recently there has been an explosion in the publication of
studies highlighting such poor reporting practices.
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Consequences of poor reporting

Poor reporting is a serious problem particularly for systematic
reviews and clinical guideline development (and therefore
impacts ultimately upon patient care).

It prevents the inclusion of all eligible studies and comparison
across studies:

“This review only found one methodologically sound but somewhat under-
reported trial”

“In terms of evaluating the quality of studies, the lack of important information
in some of the trial reports has resulted in categorisations of ‘'unclear”

“The biggest problem was the quality of reporting, which did not
allow us to judge the important methodological items ...”

“Data reporting was poor. 15 trials met the inclusion criteria for this
review but only 4 could be included as data were impossible to use
in the other 11.”

(Cochrane Library, accessed on 18 September 2010 & 8 June 2011)
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What are reporting guidelines?

* Statements that provide advice on how to report research methods
and findings

* Specify a minimum set of items required for a clear and transparent
account of what was done and what was found in a research study

* Typically take the form of a checklist, flow diagram or piece of explicit
text

* Based on available evidence and reflect the consensus opinion of
experts in a particular field

* Complement advice on scientific writing and journals' instructions to
authors

* Some examples include: wa CONSORT

v TRANSPARENT REPORTING of TRIALS

" PRISMA

TRANSPARENT REPORTING of SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS and META-ANALYSES

STROBE Statement

. hi
e I Strengthening the reporting of observational studies in epidemiology
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How to improve reporting

Reporting
guidelines
N Research —
Guidance on research
methods: GCP, GEP... T T
Translation Publication

Guidance on
scientific writing &
Author Instructions
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What is EQUATOR doing to help?

* Library for health research reporting

* Information for authors of research reports

* Resources for journal editors and peer reviewers

* Resources for developers of reporting guidelines

* Information about reporting guidelines currently under development
* Wide range of other relevant resources

* Database of reporting guidelines

* Up-to-date and comprehensive collection of reporting guidelines
* Searchable by browse menu or using free-text

* Education and awareness raising
* Workshops
* Attendance at meetings and conferences

* Collaboration
* PAHO
* Other collaborative activities
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Website homepage

g equa tor Enhancing the QUAlity and Vit the EQUATOR

e bw ok Transparency Of health Research Spanish Website

m Library Toolkits Courses & events News Blog Aboutus Contact

The resource centre for good reporting of health research studies

Library for health Key reporting
research reporting guidelines
The Library contains a comprehensive searchable CONSORT Full Record | Checklist | Flow Diagram
database of reporting guidelines and aiso links to other SIROBE  Full Becord | Checkiist
resources relevant o research reporting. ERISMA  Full Record | Checklist | Flow Diagram
STARD Full Record | Checklist | Flow Diagram
Search for reporting COREQ Full Record
' guidelines ENTRE Eull Recort
SQUIRE Full Record | Checklist
9 Visit the library for CHEERS Eull Record | Checklist
MOre TeEoUICes CARE Full Record | Checklist

SAMPL Full Record

Toolkits EQUATOR highlights

The EQUATOR Network works to 3110/2013 - OPEN: To overcome failure to publish negative The Checklist Manifesto Meets Clinical Trials
improve the reliability and value of findings 9/10/2013

medical research literature by The EU-funded OPEN project (Overcome failure to Publish nEgative Publicly available sources provide insufficient
promoting transparent and accurate fiNdings) brought together key opinion leaders from across Europe to information on patient-relevant outcomes of
reporting of research studies address the issue of publications bias. Read More W

Our Toolkits support different user 17/09/2013 - EQUATOR Network at the Peer Review Congress

New EASE Science Editors’ Handbook

groups, including: 2013 in Chicago published
EQUATOR actively participated at the Seventh International Congress on {H10/2013
Authors Peer Review and Biomedical Publication, 8-10 September 2013, Chicago, Clinical Trials 2013 = 2014
Information and resources for USA. We organised the EQUATOR workshop for editors on reporting of 20/09/2013
* authors research studies (Saturday 7 September am) and the EQUATOR 5th

The New ICMJE Recommendations

Annual ... Read More 29/08/2013
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Database of reporting guidelines

@ cqua for Enhancing the QUAIity and R

55 T B Transparency Of health Research Spanish Website

Home Library Toolkits Courses & events News Blog Aboutus Contact
Home > Library > Reporting guideline

Search for reporting guidelines

“ Browse for reporting guidelines by selecting one or more of these drop-downs:

u Key reporting guidelines

J Study type Clinical area Section of report CONSORT: - Full Record | M | Elow Diagram
[Piosse seect |- [ Picoce seicc | RO o sciect ) STROBE 2 feiii ool

PRISMA Full Record | Checklist | Flow Diagram

Or search with free text STARD Full Record | Checklist | Flow Diagram

ENTREQ Full Record

Start again SQUIRE  Full Record | Checklist
CHEERS Full Record | Checklist
CARE Full Record | Checklist

Displaying 218 reporting guidelines found.

SAMPL Eull Record

Translations
Launch of a checklist for regoning Iongitudinal observational drug studies in rneumamlgzgy a EULAR extension

of STROBE guidelines based on experience from biologics registries Some reporting guidelines are also available in
languages other than English. Find out more in our

Translations section.

Most recently added records are displayed first

The Strengthening the Reporting of Observational Studies in Epidemiol TROI Statement: guidelines for

2 reportin rvational studies About the Library

For information about Library scope and content,
identification of reporting guidelines and
3 CONSORT 2010 Statement: updated guidelines for reporting parallel group randomised trials inclusion/exclusion criteria please visit About the

Library.

. ) Visit our Help page for information about searching
A Better reporting of harms in randomized trials- an extension of the CONSORT Statement for reporting quidelines and for general information

about using our website

The CARE Guidelines: Consensus-based Clinical Case Reporting Guideline Development
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A new role for Librarians?

Reporting
guidelines
Librarians:
* raise awareness about reporting "
* alert researchers to the
appropriate reporting guideline to
use to report their study

Dissemination

Guidance on
scientific writing &
Author Instructions
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How can librarians help?

Librarians are excellently positioned to raise awareness
about reporting guidelines and encourage their use

* Promotion
* Display EQUATOR Network leaflets/posters
* Include details about reporting guidelines in library bulletins
* Link to the EQUATOR Network website from library website pages

* Education
* Include information about reporting guidelines in library induction
sessions
* Hold research reporting workshops

* Researcher support
* When supporting the work of clinicians and researchers mention
relevant reporting guidelines and how to locate them
* When presenting the results of literature searches to researchers alert
them to the appropriate reporting guideline for reporting their study
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What are librarians currently doing?

Research Guides

e @ ! ) New York University Libraries = Ressarch Guides = Health (Hursing, Madicine, Afiled Heoaith) Adrmin Sign in
e O . s 00 : BAEME PAHO OMS Health (Nursing. Medicine, Allied Health) Taos: nesih, mesicine, nursing, aursing, rehakiitation
Guide to locating health evidence View the EBP "pyramid” and link to tools for locating relevant research
F- - portuqués | espaitol
Last Updated: Apr 11, 2013 URL: httpiinyu.libgu s.comihealth & print Guide E3 RSS updates £ SHARE 3w
B Networks f Search B Topics -
Tutorials/HELP [
Cochrane Entry one or more words

Woman Health + ¥ Comments(0) & print Page Search: This Guide E! Search

Cochrane | Search Trauma +

__JJ Colaboration Nervous Sys-:_em Disease + S ————
lasms
a Neopl
C@ Braziian Cochrane Heslth Chre Disorders + AGREE Il PRISMA stands for Preferred

Dissgsas + Assessment of practice guidelnes.

Conire Systematic Reviews

Ibero-American
| _J cochrane Centre

£y

EVIPNet

Cochrane Reviews (CDSR), Quality-assessed Reviews (DARE), Protocols of Cochrane Reviews.
LiLACS

Clinical Trials
CENTRAL, LILACS, Trials on spinal pathologies

Evidence Summaries

Sexually Transmitted Diseases +
Health Care +

Mental Health +

Oral Health

AGREE Il tutonial

Appendix 1. Checkiists for finding, appraising, and implementing evidence ( in Greenhsalgh, Trisha (2001). How to Read a
Paper - The Basics of nce Based Medicine. ) [nyu.edu only]
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Collaborating Centre for Metheds and To

(Tool for and T of Evidence for Public Health I

e and Planners)

Reporting ltems for Systematic
Reviews and Meta-Analyses. It
is an evidence-based minimum
set of items for reporting in
systematic reviews and
meta-analyses. Link 1o the
PRISMA web site to access
the PRISMA STATEMENT, a

a3

<

27-tem checklist and a
four-phase flow diagram to help
authors improve the reporting
of systematic reviews and
meta-analyses

* CASP International Network (CASPIn)

The CASP intemational Netwark (CASFin) la an international collaboration which supports the teaching and learning of criicel appraisal akis,
N in PATCUIT IS OtRer BECPIS Set Up SUSIANADIS tramng PrOGrAMMES. ABPIaISal (00l are MvaaEIe 10

Actualizacion en la practica ambulatorial, Bandolier, Gestion clinica y sanitaria

Health Economic Evaluations
NHS-EED, LILACS

Health Technology Assessments
HTA-INAHTA, Iberoamerican Agencies

Systematic reviews
Randomised controlied triats.
Quamative research studies.
aluation studies
Cohort studies.
e control studies
Diagnostic test studies

Comments (03

Clinical Practice Guidelines = Critical Appraisal worksheaets from the
National Guideline Clearinghouse (US) Systematt Review Criical Appramal She
Dlagnoati: Crical Appraissl Shast

rtical Appraisal Sheot
. 2 ey G 5 is Cratical A i Sneet
@ Evidence-Based and rognasis Critical Appraisal Sne.

“entre for Evidence Based Meod

ne (Oxfora)

ICO Critical Appraissl

. Educational Prescription Criical Appramal Shoot (POF)
Relevant sites

uator Network: Enhancing the QU

Clinical Trials

How to search, Registry plataform, Application of methodology
Systematic Reviews and Meta Analysis

How 1o search, Applicalion of methodology, Training activities

Reporting health research
Writing high quality research papers: the EQUATOR Network

ity and Transparency Of health Research)

How to Use an Article About Quality Improvement (JAMA Users’ Guides)
of Qi intes

Mulford Health Science Library
Instructions to Authors in the Health Scie

@ THE UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO

3000 Arlingten Avenue, Toledo, OH 43614 419-383-4

Terminology, G

ssary
DeCS- Health Terminology, Evidence-Based Medicine Glossary — Oxford Center, Glossary of terms in
The Cochrane Collaboration

Wikipedia EBM

AUTHOR GUIDELINES
COPE Guidelines
EASE Guidelines

These pages provide links to Web sites which provide instructions to authors for over 6,000 journals in the health and life
Uniform i All links are to “primary sources” - that is. to publishers and organizations with editorial responsibilities for the titles

Instructions to Authors in the Health Sciences
U.S. National Library of Medicine

National Institutes of Health

for
Manuscripts Submittad to

(Vancouver Style)

graphic Services Division > MEDLIN

CONFLICT OF INTEREST Alphabetical Listings of Journal Titles

Resources Guide ICMJE Conflict of Interest

Form ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUY WXYZ
Research Reporting Guidelines and Initiatives: By Organization copvrIGHT
This chart lists the major biomedical research reporting guidelines that provide advice for reporting research methods and findings. They us 3';';“;’;3’2.‘;:’5::’,,“,
set of items required for a clear and transparent account of what was done and what was found in a research study, reflecting, in particul Sel-Archiving

introduce bias into the research” l(Adapted from the EQUATOR Network R Centre)) The chart also includes editorial style guides for + SPARC Author's Addendum
other publications.

Search

Joumnal title begins with
@ Joumal title contains

OPEN AccEss
Additional information about these guidelines and/or initiatives can be found using the Research Guidelines Search. LAl

Add special character ~

Access Plan

ORGANIZATION/GUIDELINE DESCRIPTION

A manuscript style guide for authors and editors.

REPORTING STANDARDS

[ Search |

AMA Manual of il nlin ition
AMA Manual of Style (10th ed.)(Print Version)

ASSERT: A Standard for the Scientific and Ethical
Review of Trials

NLM Research Reporting
Guidelines and Initiatives

Proposed standard for the review and monitoring of randomized clinical trials by 1 Eg“i}g;;‘;ﬁ;;f:,;,ﬁ”““"
commlttees Checldlst lncorporates certaln elements of CON SORT, tu ensure fulﬁ
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Potential impact

As a result of adopting some simple awareness raising practices
librarians can:

* Indirectly improve the reliability of literature searching and indexing

* Help improve the quality of the research papers written by staff within
their organisation

* Help ensure that research studies provide a more reliable basis for
making clinical decisions or for inclusion in further research

* Help the results of research be transferred into practice

* Demonstrate to the head of their organisation that the library is playing

a fundamental role in improving the quality of the research output of
the organisation

Most importantly...librarians will be playing a central role in
improving not only the quality and subsequent usability of published
health research but also advancing the global body of health knowledge
and ultimately improving patient care!
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EQUATOR International

Librarian Network (1

Exciting new role for librarians!

* Establish an EQUATOR International Librarian Network
* Free-to-join virtual network organised by the EQUATOR Network
* Through the help of librarians who join the network we will
work together to raise awareness about and encourage the use of
reporting guidelines by researchers around the world

* The network will provide:

* Help & advice

* Training

* Resources

* Regular updates

* Email discussion list
* Country directory

...to enable librarians to confidently discuss available reporting guidelines
with the clinicians and researchers with whom they work.
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EQUATOR International

Librarian Network (2

Early stage of development

* Set-up an advisory group to help develop the network and advise on key
issues

* Identify country representative librarians who can act as focal points in
their own country

* Develop a number of practical and topic specific librarian toolkits

* Hold regular webinars offering training for librarians, providing help and
support and Q&A sessions

* Translate all our materials into other languages to
enable librarians to raise awareness more easily

* Develop a country directory allowing librarians to
identify possible collaborators within their own country

* Raise funding for network activities
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Embracing new roles

Opportunities
We are very keen for librarians to get involved...please do consider:

* Volunteering to join our advisory group or become a country representative

* Contributing your ideas and experiences to our toolkit development and
resources

* Suggesting ideas for other relevant activities that the network could
support

* Simply join the network and start raising awareness about reporting
guidelines

Are you ready and willing to embrace
a new role and make a real difference?!
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EQUATOR Network:
www.equator-network.org

Contact: shona.kirtley@csm.ox.ac.uk
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http://www.equator-network.org/
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