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Require reporting guidelines and checklist route: Acceptance letter template paragraphs
Add the following template paragraphs to an acceptance letter to address any remaining deficiencies in reporting in the manuscript. If there are substantial corrections to bring reporting up to standard, consider using the ‘resubmit after revision’ option, as the missing details may impede your reviewers’ ability to judge this study properly. 
Reporting guidelines ensure good reporting standards, so that your study can be understood, replicated, or used in a systematic review. [Journal name] requires the use of reporting guidelines. To aid review, you submitted a completed checklist of the [guideline name] reporting guideline. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although we are accepting this manuscript for publication, please address the following items from [guideline name] to improve the reporting of your study before publication. 
[Repeat one of the following paragraphs for every item the manuscript does not adhere to, choosing A for items missing from the manuscript and B for items incompletely reported in the manuscript.]
Item [A]: This item requires [brief explanation], which you state is to be found on manuscript page [X]. However, this information is not included in the manuscript. Please either add the pertinent information to your manuscript or add an explanation of why that item is not applicable to your study.
Item [B]: This item requires [brief explanation], which you state is to be found on manuscript page [Y]. However, this information is incompletely reported, missing details about [brief explanation]. Please either add the relevant missing details to your manuscript or add an explanation of why the additional information is not applicable. 
For more information about reporting guidelines, visit the EQUATOR Network at www.equator-network.org. 
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