Librarians can help address reporting
concerns in the biomedical literature
particularly, for systematic
reviews – here’s how!
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How can librarians help to
promote reporting guidelines
and encourage their use?

How can librarians help?
 As librarians we aim to support biomedical researchers in
designing, conducting and publishing research of the highest
standard possible
 Daily contact with clinicians and researchers
 We can use our skills to raise awareness, encourage, and support
researchers to improve research reporting

 Used to identifying and delivering new services in response to
changing demands
 Used to liaising with range of departments and faculty in our
institutions
Some simple actions targeting widely documented reporting issues
could go a long way to helping to address international concerns

Some simple general actions include:
Promotion
 Display EQUATOR Network leaflets/posters
 Display specific reporting guideline checklists e.g. CONSORT
 Include details about reporting guidelines in library bulletins,
LibGuides
 Link to EQUATOR Network website resources or to individual
reporting guidelines from your library web pages

Education
 Include information about reporting guidelines in induction sessions
 Hold research reporting workshops

Researcher support
 When supporting the work of clinicians and researchers mention
relevant reporting guidelines and how to locate them
 When presenting the results of literature searches to researchers
alert them to the appropriate guideline for reporting their study

Librarian action plan: simple ideas

Librarian targeted action plan

Librarian targeted action plan

How can librarians help to promote reporting guidelines and
encourage their use particularly for systematic reviews?
 Promote librarian involvement in systematic reviews and highlight
the evidence around the value librarians can add

How can librarians help to promote reporting guidelines and
encourage their use particularly for systematic reviews?
 When approached by clinicians/researchers about conducting
literature searches encourage the registration of their review on
PROSPERO
− Helps to avoid unplanned duplication and to enable comparison of
reported review methods with what was planned in the protocol

"...there was an abundance of redundant and
disorganized meta-analyses, creating
confusion…The registration of systematic reviews
should be mandatory in prospective registries,
such as PROSPERO, and the PRISMA checklist
should be updated…"

How can librarians help to promote reporting guidelines and
encourage their use particularly for systematic reviews?
 Raise awareness amongst clinicians/researchers of the
documented issues in the medical literature regarding poorly
designed and conducted reviews (including selective, unclear,
misleading or incomplete reporting), highlight the consequences
and discuss how you can help them to avoid these issues
 Highlight to clinicians/researchers that standards exist for both the
conduct and the reporting of systematic reviews including for
literature searches and that as librarians we can support them in
meeting these standards
 Discuss PRISMA-P, the main PRISMA Statement and encourage
researchers to report their study fully including a full description of
the intervention(s), statistical analysis, study design etc.

How can librarians help to promote reporting guidelines and
encourage their use particularly for systematic reviews?
 Stress the importance of a comprehensive literature search and to
devoting enough time to search strategy development and testing
 When presenting the results of the literature search to the
clinician/researcher make sure you also include a copy of or links to the
PRISMA Statement and checklist to help them to write up their review

 Reassure researchers that where a librarian is involved in conducting the
literature search that they will be able to help complete / comply with
the relevant PRISMA items and flowchart requirements
 Incorporate slides about reporting guidelines into existing training
sessions or work with faculty to develop new joint teaching sessions

As librarians we need to…
 Take the lead in raising awareness of the issues and
promoting reporting guidelines
 Encourage clinicians and researchers to change their practice
by providing enhanced library research support services
 Work with clinicians and faculty at our institutions to expand
the teaching curriculum to include research reporting
Biomedical librarians do have an important role to play in
addressing concerns about reporting and we can make a real
difference by directly and positively impacting the quality,
reliability and usability of future biomedical research.

What impact could my library have?
 You can demonstrate that your library is:
− introducing new services in the context of responding to important
international concerns documented in the medical literature
− collaborating widely across the institution including with faculty, and
staff in departments such as Research Services, Funding/Grants
Offices, Scholarly Communications Offices
− playing a fundamental role in improving the rigour, completeness,
transparency, quality and reproducibility of the biomedical research
output of your institution/organisation
− contributing to raising the profile and reputation of your institution as
a result of improved higher impact research output
Ultimately you will raise the profile of your library and reassure clinicians,
researchers and institutional/organisational management that the library,
its staff and the services provided are proactive, up-to-date and focussed
on addressing real need.

Examples highlighting the importance of librarian
involvement

Reporting guidelines: what are librarians already
doing?
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